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AppL No. 10/800,914 

Amdt. dated January 18, 2006 

Reply to Office action of July 27, 2005 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims; 

Claims 1-3 (Canceled), 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended); A cover for a socket of an electrical outlet irt 
acco r danc e w ith da i m 3. w her ein , the cover comprising: 

a substantially planar frame having an openina generalfy aligned with the socket 
of the electrical outlet: 

a door shiftable betw_e_en a blodcinq position generally blocking access io the 
opening and an open position generally permitting access to the opening: 

a locking mechanism operable connected tg the dgor the lockino mechanism 
movable between a locking position substaotlaUy^preventing shifting of the door fnam 
the blocking position to the op_eD_p_o_srtion_and an unlocking position permitting shifting 
of the door from the blocking position to the open position: 

an actuatQr_elero-ent of the locking mechanism movable in_a_shifting direction for 
movement ofthe locking mechanism from the locking posrtion to the unlocking position, 
the shifting direction being generally perpendicular to the plane of the frame, the 
actuator element of the locking mechanism having a locking element engagable with 
a [Qcking feature ofthe frame,_wherebv when the locking element engages the locking 
feature of the frame shifting of the door from the locking _position to the unlocking 
DQsltionJs substantially prevented, the locking element being biased into engagement 
with the locking feature by a biasing element, the biasing element comprioeo having an 
arm hav i ng with an end attached to the door and another end having the locking 
element attached thereto : and 

a translation element ofthe locking mechanism movable in a translation direction 
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Appl. No. 10/800,914 

Amdt. dated January 18, 2006 

Reply to Office action of July 27, 2005 

for shifting of the door from the blockinQ position to the unbtackino position, the 
translation direction beino aenerallv parallel to the plane of the frame . 

Claim 5 (Original); A cover for a socket of an electrical outlet in accordance with 
claim 4, wherein the arm Is integrally formed with the door and the locking element is 
integrally formed with the arm. 

Claim 6 (Original): Acoverforasocketofan electrical outlet in accordance with 
claim 5, wherein the locking feature comprises an aperture formed in the frame. 

Claim 7 (Original): Acoverfor a socketof an electrical outlet in accordance with 
claim 6, wherein a spring member biases the door toward the blocking position. 

Claim 8 (Original): A coverfor a socket of an electrical outlet In accordance with 
claim 7> wherein the spring member has a portion attached to the door and another 
portion attached to the frame. 

Claim 9 (Original): Acoverforasocketofan electrical outlet in accordance with 
claim 8, wherein the frame includes side facing away from the electrical outlet and a 
side facing toward the electrical outer, the frame having a slot positioned between the 
sides, the translation element accessible through the slot and movable in the translation 
direction to shift the door between the blocking position and the unblocking position. 

Claim 10 (Original): A cover for a socket of an electrical outlet in accordance 
with claim 9, wherein the translation element is attached to the arm. 

Claim 1 1 (Original): A cover for a socket of an electrical outlet in accordance 
with claim 10, wherein the frame comprises an outer plate facing away from the 
electrical outlet and a backing plate positionable facing the electrical outlet, the door 
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AppL No. 10/800,914 

Amdt. dated January 18. 2006 

Reply to Office action of July 27, 2005 

being positioned between the outer plate and the backing plate, the arm having a 
thicker region pro)cinnate the translation element to substantially prevent movement of 
the translation element in the shifting direction and a thinner region proximate the 
locking element to permit movement of the locking element in the shifting direction. 

Claim 12 (Currently Amended): A cover for a socket of an electrical outlet trr 
accQ P danc e wi th claim 1 , wh erei n th e f r am e include s , the cover comprising : 

a substantiallv olanar frame having two openina s^each Qenerallvalioned with the 
socket of the electrical outlet: atwt 

a separate door i s pr ovided for each opening _each door shiftable between a 
blocking position oenerallv blocking access to th^ojiening and an open position 
generally permitting access to the opening: 

aJocking mechanism operable connected to each door, the locking mechanism 
movable between a locking position substantially preventing shifting of the door from 
the blocking position to the open position and an unlocking position permitting shifting 
of the door from the blocking position to the open position: 

an actuator eiemeDLoftheJocking mechanism movable in a shifting direction for 
movement of the loclsiog_me_chanism from the locking position to the unlocking positron, 
the shifting direction being generally perpendicular to the plan_e__of the frame: and 

a translation e lemejitofJhejQcking mechanism movable in a translati on direction 
for shifting of the door from the blocking positron to the unblocking position, the 
traaslatfon direction being generallv parallel to the plane of the frame . 

Claim 13 (Canceled). 

Claim 14 (Previously Presented): A cover for a socket of an electrical outlet, the 
cover comprising: 

a frame having an opening positioned to be alignable with the socket of the 
electrical outlet; 
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Appl. No. 10/800,914 

Amdt, dated January 18. 2006 

Reply to Office action of July 27, 2005 

a door shiftable between a blocking position generally blocking access to the 
opening and an open position generally penmittlng access to the opening; and 

a locking mechanism operable connected to the door, the locking mechanism 
movable between a locking position substantially preventing shifting of the door from 
the blocking position to the open position and an unlocking position pemnitting shifting 
of the door from the blocking position to the open position, the movement of the locking 
mechanism from the locking positton to the unlocking positron requiring disengagement 
of a locking element of the locking mechanism from a locking feature while generally 
simultaneously requiring translation of a translation element operably connected to the 
door to shift the door from the blocking position to an unblocking position, the 
translation element accessible via an opening separate from the opening positioned to 
be alignable with the socket of the electrical outlet 

Claim 15 (Previously Presented): A cover for a socket of an electrical outlet in 
accordance with claim 14, wherein a spring member is operably connected to the frame 
and the door to bias the door to the blocking position. 

Claim 16 (Original): A cover for a socket of an electrical outlet in accordance 
with claim 14, wherein the frame Includes two openings and a separate door is provided 
for each opening. 

Claim 17 (Previously Presented): A cover for a socket of an electrical outlet in 
accordances with claim 14, wherein a door member is provided comprising the door 
and the locking element. 
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Appl. No. 10/800,914 

Amdt. dated January 18, 2006 

Reply to Office action of July 27. 2005 

Claim 18 (Previously Presented): A cover for a socket of an electrical outlet In 
accordance with claim 17, wherein the door member further comprises the translation 
element. 

Claim 19 (Canceled). 

Claim 20 (Currently Amended): A cover for a socket of an electrical outlet jHie 
cover comprising: 

a substantially planar frame having at least one opening generally aligned with 
the socket otJthejgJectricaLQutiet: 

at least one door shiftable between a blocking position generally blocking access 
to the opening and an open position generally permitting access to the opening: 

Lockinq^means integral with the door and movable between a locking position 
substantiallv preventing shlfHng_Qf the door from the blocking position to the open 
position and an unlocking position permitting shifting of the door from the blocking 
position to the open position. 

actuator means mov_abl_e_Ln_a_shifling_directiQn to move the lockino means from 
the locking position to the unlocking position: and 

translation means movable in a translation direction to shift the door from the 
blocking position to the unblocking position, in acc ord ance with claim 13, wh er ei n the 
translation means includ e s indudrng a translation element accessible via an opening 
in the frame separate from the opening generally aligned with the socket. 
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